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wardrobe, besides the drawers under the berth and various
lockers. Returning to the saloon, a door for'ard opened into
the pantry, which communicated with the galley above, situated
on deck for the sake of coolness. Forward again was a whole
section given to stores, and beyond, in the bows, a roomy fore-
castle. The yacht had three boats—a lifeboat which contained
a small motor engine, a cutter, and a dinghy; when we were at sea
the two former were placed on deck, but the dinghy, except on
one occasion only, was always carried in the davits, where she
triumphantly survived- all eventualities, a visible witness to the
buoyancy of the ship.
While the plans were being completed, search was being
made for a place where the vessel should be built; for though
nominally a yacht, the finish and build of the Solent would
have been out of place.   It had been decided that she should
be of wood, as easier to repair in case of accident where coral
reefs and other unseen dangers abound; but the building of
wooden walls is nearly extinct.   The west country was visited,
and an expedition made to Dundee and Aberdeen, but even
there, the old home of whalers, ships are now built of steel;
finally we fixed on Whitstable, from which place such vessels
still ply round the coast.   The keel was laid in the autumn
of 1911;  the following spring we took up our abode there to
watch over her, and there in May 1912 she first took the water,
being christened by the writer in approved fashion.    " I name
this ship Mana, and may the blessing of God go with her and
all who sail in her "—a ceremony not to be performed without
a lump in the throat.   The choice of a name had been difficult;
we had wished to give her one borne by some ship of Dr,
Scoresby, the Arctic explorer, a friend of my husband's family
'whose name he received, but none of them proved to be suit-
able.   The object was to find something which was both simple
and uncommon; all appellations that were easy to grasp seemed
to have been already adopted, while those that were unique
lent themselves to error.   " How would it do in a cable ? ** was
the regulation test.   Finally we hit on Mana, which is a word
well known to anthropologists, and has the advantage of being
familiar throughout the South Seas.   We generaEy translated
it somewhat freely as "good luck;*'   It means, more strictly,
supernatural power; a Polynesian would, for instance, describe

